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Policy context: European Higher Education Area
Yerevan Communiqué (2015)

We will encourage and support higher
education institutions and staff in
promoting pedagogical innovation in
student-centred learning environments
and in fully exploiting the potential
benefits of digital technologies for
learning and teaching.

Source: Google Earth

Rome Communiqué (2020)
• Reinforcing social inclusion and enhancing

quality education, using fully the new
opportunities provided by digitalisation.

• Digital technologies for learning, teaching and
assessment.

• Digital solutions will facilitate secure, efficient
and transparent exchange of data. Joint digital
approaches to enhance recognition, quality
assurance and mobility are needed. We ask the
BFUG to map existing and find new solutions to
enhance the interoperability of digital systems
and the exchange of student and institutional
data in full respect of privacy and security.

• Encourage the application of agreed and
secure systems of digital certification and
communication such as blockchain, as well as
the further development of the Database of
External Quality Assurance Results (DEQAR) to
facilitate automatic recognition.

Paris Communiqué (2018)
• Adoption of transparent procedures for the

recognition of qualifications, prior learning and
study periods, supported by interoperable
digital solutions.

• Digitalisation of the Diploma Supplement, and
commit to support higher education
institutions to pursue further student data
exchange in a secure, machine-readable and
interoperable format, in line with data
protection legislation.

• Digitalisation plays a role in all areas of society
and we recognise its potential to transform
how higher education is delivered and how
people learn at different stages of their lives.
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29th Annual Joint Meeting of the ENIC-NARIC Networks
Dublin, 19-21 June 2022

Work on Bologna key commitments in the Thematic Peer Groups: 
structured peer support approach

Adopted with the Paris 
Communiqué in 2018:
"a structured peer support 
approach based on solidarity, 
cooperation and mutual 
learning"

Reconfirmed in the 
Rome Communiqué:
“ask the BFUG to 
continue to employ the 
peer support method”

Working on the 3 Bologna key 
commitments: QF and ECTS, 
recognition and QA

Coordinated by the 
Bologna Implementation 
Coordination Group 
(BICG)

Implemented through 
the Three Peer Groups 
(TPGs)

TPG B on Lisbon 
Recognition Convention: 
key commitment 2 -
National legislation and 
procedures compliant 
with the LRC

http://www.ehea.info/Upload/document/ministerial_declarations/EHEAParis2018_Communique_final_952771.pdf
http://www.ehea.info/Upload/document/ministerial_declarations/EHEAParis2018_Communique_AppendixI_952773.pdf
http://www.ehea.info/Upload/Rome_Ministerial_Communique.pdf
http://www.ehea.info/page-peer-group-B-LRC
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Thematic 
orientations 
(in order of 
priorities 
according to 
TPGB members)

Optimising the potential of digital technology for the recognition 
agenda and the Diploma Supplement.

Recognition of alternative pathways.

Achieving automatic recognition.

Establishing the distribution of work and responsibilities.

Ensuring the fair recognition of qualifications held by refugees.

Establishing the legal framework to allow the implementation of the 
LRC.

Transversal 
sub-topics 

Cooperation with higher education institutions.

Synergies with relevant initiatives (EU-funded projects, Bologna Process 
activities).

Cooperation with the other TPGs.

Materials available
on EHEA website

http://www.ehea.info/page-TPG-B-on-LRC-Meetings-2021-2024
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digitalisation

Secure, trusted, and transparent data 
provision (Database of External Quality 
Assurance Results – DEQAR).

Platforms for credential
sharing (Europass, European 
Blockchain Services 
Infrastructure - EBSI).

Criteria and principles of the LRC 
applied to the digitisation of the 
recognition process (Digital Student 
Data & Recognition - DigiRec and Digital 
Innovations in Credential Evaluation and 
the Networks - DigiNet projects)

National experiences
(Germany, Moldova)

https://www.eqar.eu/about/projects/deqar-project/about-deqar/
https://europa.eu/europass/en
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-building-blocks/wikis/display/EBSI/Home
https://www.nuffic.nl/en/subjects/recognition-projects/digirec-concluded
https://www.nuffic.nl/en/subjects/recognition-projects/diginet-2020-2022
http://www.ehea.info/Upload/Presentation%20Germany.pdf
http://www.ehea.info/Upload/Presentation%20Moldova.pdf
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Digitalisation: a tool to support 
ethics, integrity and transparency in 
education?

Source: www.coe.int

Ø Council of Europe Recommendation on countering education fraud:
"Member States should take all necessary measures to ensure the 
accessibility and integrity of data relating to students, qualifications and 
awards through digital solutions compliant with privacy laws, including
secure digital records for students’ use and secure document exchange. 
Wherever technically possible, they should also provide services for verifying
the authenticity of diplomas and professional certificates that are simple, 
accessible and multilingual (art. 12).

Source: www.unesco.org 

Ø UNESCO Global Convention on the Recognition of Qualifications 
concerning Higher Education:
"States Parties commit to adopting measures to eradicate all forms of 
fraudulent practices regarding higher education qualifications by encouraging
the use of contemporary technologies and networking activities among
States Parties" (art. III.8).

https://www.coe.int/en/web/portal/-/for-a-quality-education-free-of-fraud-and-corruption-a-new-recommendation-adopted-by-the-committee-of-ministers
https://www.unesco.org/en/education/higher-education/global-convention
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Wrapping up
Ø Digitalisation as a means to support recognition of qualifications, prior learning and 

study periods

Ø Digitalisation of diploma supplement

Ø Secure, efficient and transparent exchange of student data in line with data protection, 
privacy and security legislation

Ø Agreed and secure systems of digital certification

Ø Interoperability

Ø Digitalization of credentials supports recognition, as it enables portability, transparency 
and reliability of information and verification of authenticity.
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How can digitalisation:

Ø serve Bologna principles and support implementation of key
commitments? What does it mean to have a student centred approach
from a digital perspective? How digitalisation can support a system of "easily
readable and comparable degrees"?

Ø support a quality education? Ethics is not technics, but technology
could be part of the solution in preventing and countering document fraud.

Ø support fast and fair recognition of qualifications? Can it support
transparent information on qualifications? Can it play a role in implementing
automatic recognition? What are the main challenges, and the possible
solutions, related to the digitisation of the recognition process?

Ø support student data exchange, and according to which guiding
principles? Open data standards, interoperability, international standard for
privacy and data protection, possibility for learners to have control over what
they wish to share and for how long. What are the challenges when it comes
to storing, managing and sharing verifiable, trusted and unchangeable
educational credentials using digital systems?

Pier Paolo Dalle Masegne, particolare della tomba di Giovanni Da Legnano, 
Museo civico medievale, Bologna

https://bbcc.ibc.regione.emilia-romagna.it/pater/loadcard.do?id_card=179839
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Danke!
"Thought of a benefit received": 

current meaning "thanks", but also in 
the etymological meaning

of "to think"

Source: www.dwds.de

https://www.dwds.de/wb/etymwb/danken

