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Finland: 23 out of 37 HEIs in EUI alliances

FIGURE 5. RELATIVE SHARE OF HEIS IN ALLIANCES PER COUNTRY (AS A %
OF NATIONAL INSTITUTIONS HOLDING AN ERASMUS+ CHARTER FOR

HIGHER EDUCATION (ECHE)) AS OF JANUARY 2025
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Source: Prepared by PPMI based on https://education.ec.europa.eu/education-levels/higher-
education/european-universities-initiative/map and https://erasmus-plus.ec.europa.eu/document/higher-
education-institutions-holding-an-eche-2021-2027 (last updated in October 2024 ). 65 alliances covered.



Finland: 23 out of 37 HEIs in EUI alliances

* Universities: 12 out of 13
* Universities of applied sciences: 11 out of 24
* 62 % of HEls, 78 % of HE students

* One EUl alliance coordinated from Finland: U!REKA Alliance by Metropolia
University of Applied Sciences

* Additionally 5 Finnish HEls in 4 different alliances with a Seal of excellence



Background

In April 2024 a cooperation group for higher education support services for
teaching and learning and administration (so called KOOTuki group) established
a working group (2024-2025) to support HEls in their participation in European
Universities alliances, particularly in the context of digital services for education.

Representatives were invited from OHA Forum, AMK-OHA, AAPA, FUCIO, the Finnish
National Agency for Education, and Digivisio.

The working group has prepared six recommendations on digital services and
interoperability for Finnish higher education institutions participating in European
Universities alliances. Each recommendation includes a list of clarifications, which either
provide background or specify details of the recommendation.

The working group is also preparing a common roadmap presenting existing and
upcoming interoperability tools and digital services. The roadmap will identify which
services are essential from the perspective of national cooperation.




Policy recommendations 1/2

* R1: Ensure interoperability, compliance, and mutual benefit between member
organizations and the alliance through agreements and common practices.

* R2: Ensure national-level cooperation between alliance member institutions, for
example by expanding existing networks or establishing new ones where
necessary. This enables the formation of shared national positions that can be
promoted both within alliances and in broader European discussions on service
and standard development.

* Higher education institutions are responsible for creating the necessary
internal governance structures and involving all relevant stakeholders, such
as student administration, IT services, and international services.

/\



Policy recommendations 2/2

* R3: Agree nationally on the key interoperability and common solution areas to
be promoted within alliances and in broader international mobility.

* RA4: Ensure efficient and secure data transfer within alliances, special attention
must be paid to the compatibility of standards (protocols), compliance with data
protection laws and practices, and identity and access management solutions for
handling student data.

* R5: Promote interoperability by primarily using standards and tools widely
adopted across Europe, as well as existing solutions where available.

* R6: To ensure interoperability, alliances should primarily apply a decentralized

data management strategy.



Progress of the work

* The first version of the national recommendations was open for public
comments from June to August 2025. A total of 16 responses were received
from various respondents/organizations/networks, particularly from student
administration, university leadership, and joint comments involving international
staff, IT, and alliance coordinators.

* Based on the feedback, the group prepared the next version of the
recommendation, and it was reviewed later by the KOOTuki group and by the
Ministry of Education and Culture’s working group on developing conditions for
European higher education cooperation.

* Delivery of the alliance group’s results to the KOOTuki group on 9 December. The
overall package includes the roadmap.
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Policy recommendations

Policy recommendations:

https://wiki.eduuni.fi/x/KoK2Jw

Interoperability roadmap for
international cooperation: (only in
Finnish)

https://wiki.eduuni.fi/spaces/CSCKOOT
UKI/pages/578262995/Kansainv%C3%A
4lisen+yhteentoimivuuden+tiekartta

Whom to contact:
Jukka Kohtanen / CSC Finland

Jukka.kohtanen@csc.fi
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