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The TCA, organised by DAAD (DE01), brought together nearly 100 participants representing 

higher education institutions, National Agencies, student organisations, civil-society actors and 

Erasmus+ alumni. The conference forms part of the LTA PEACE+, which aims to reinforce 

European values, civic engagement and cooperation across the Erasmus+ community. Over 

three days, the programme included expert lectures, panel discussions, networking sessions and 

three rounds of workshops. Participants explored how to strengthen active citizenship, improve 

the promotion of European values, and enhance visibility and impact across diverse national and 

institutional contexts. 

This report provides a formal summary of the outcomes of the workshop discussions, especially 

of the Group “Fish” including the collective project output titled “Freedom Days”. 

During the Day 1 of the workshops, the “Fish” Group established the core agenda by identifying 

the principal issues shared across participants. A strong appreciation of EU and Erasmus+ 

opportunities emerged, accompanied by a clear call for deeper cooperation between 

international offices, National Agencies, student associations and NGOs. Participants recognised 

that, given the current social and political climate, meaningful engagement in European 

initiatives is more important than ever. Despite the diverse national contexts represented, the 

challenges encountered were strikingly similar: limited awareness of EU values, insufficient 

visibility of available opportunities, bureaucratic obstacles, time constraints and the need for 

greater acknowledgement of the contributions made by students and volunteers. The group 

also emphasised the decisive role of effective communication, noting that it must become more 

frequent, more targeted and more accessible. Students expect timely, engaging and user-

friendly information through the platforms they rely on daily—such as Instagram, WhatsApp 

communities and Discord—while direct personal communication continues to hold significant 

value. Finally, participants highlighted the necessity of strengthening cooperation, observing 

that many actors working toward comparable objectives often lack awareness of one another’s 

activities. Enhancing coordination among institutions, student bodies and alumni networks was 

therefore identified as essential to creating synergies and maximising collective impact. 

During Day 2 of the workshop, the “Fish” Group developed a comprehensive seven-day 

awareness campaign titled Freedom Days, designed to highlight and promote fundamental 

European values. The proposed programme includes a series of thematic activities: Day 1 – 

Freedom of Movement, featuring simulated borders and mobility restrictions; Day 2 – Freedom 

of Media, focusing on discussions about access to information and media blocking; Day 3 – 

Freedom of Thought and Speech, built around interviews with individuals who have 

experienced restrictions; Day 4 – Freedom of Art, involving a university gallery showcasing 

controversial artworks followed by open debates; Day 5 – Freedom of Choice, with a panel 

discussion on democracy and institutional structures; Day 6 – Freedom of Identity, featuring 

contributions from human rights organisations; and Day 7 – a Closing Concert or public event to 

conclude the campaign. The campaign includes the proposed hashtag #freeeu and foresees 

collaborations with universities, art galleries, NGOs, student organisations and media partners. 

During Day 3 of the workshop, the “Fish” Group reached consensus on several key priorities to 

guide future work. Participants emphasised the need to strengthen collaboration between 
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institutional and student stakeholders and to increase the visibility of EU values by integrating 

them more systematically into events and workshops. They highlighted the importance of 

enhancing cooperation with ESN and other student associations, while also adapting campaign 

ideas to local contexts, particularly those focused on solidarity. The group stressed the value of 

connecting EU opportunities with local academic and civic initiatives and engaging local (non-

Erasmus) students more actively in related activities. Additionally, participants underlined the 

importance of supporting the continued involvement of returning international students and 

improving notification systems to ensure timely communication about conferences, 

opportunities and events. 

The “Fish” Group developed concrete proposals for implementation: 

➢ Motivate students to pursue European opportunities through informative sessions 

highlighting the value of their input. 

➢ Organise Erasmus+ Alumni Events providing practical guidance on mobility. 

➢ Encourage alumni to prepare brief experience reports to support future 

participants. 

➢ Organise joint events for incoming and outgoing students to foster idea exchange. 

➢ Cooperate with cultural centres and NGOs active in international volunteering. 

➢ Adopt a more proactive approach to identifying and disseminating opportunities. 

Participants also expressed concerns regarding the scheduling of application processes during 

academic semesters, the adequacy of grants, and the long-term nature of developing active 

citizenship. These points underline the need for continued structural improvements. 

This TCA successfully fostered meaningful exchange, creativity and collaboration among diverse 

actors committed to promoting European values. The workshop sessions demonstrated a strong 

collective commitment to improving communication, engagement and cross-sector cooperation. 

The “Freedom Days” proposal exemplifies the practical and innovative outcomes of the event. 

Participants as highlighted in their words during the last session of the “Fish” Group, return to 

their home countries with renewed motivation and concrete ideas for strengthening civic 

engagement, enhancing visibility, and promoting European values within higher education 

communities, as well as their local communities. These outcomes contribute directly to the core 

objectives of the PEACE+ initiative and reflect the shared commitment to a more participatory 

and engaged European community. 
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