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Leishmaniasis: a serial killer (> 70,000/yrs)



Leishmaniasis: a story of poverty (2,4 million DALYs)
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Leishmaniasis: a story of neglect



Leishmaniasis: also a European story
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Collaborative actions in anti-trypanosomatid chemotherapy

with partners from disease endemic areas

Jean-Claude Dujardin, Dolores González Pacanowska, 

Simon L. Croft, Ole F. Olesen, and Gerald F. Späth

Trends in Parasitology, 2010, in press



Disease and Parasites (India and Nepal):

clinical samples and isolates from 2 cohorts of 

patients treated with SSG and MIL

Phenotyping: unique collection of parasites 

with variable susceptibility to SSG and MIL

Drug resistance markers

Targeted studies: 

candidate markers

Global studies: 

genome diversity

Translation of knowledge into 

practical tools for surveillance

Dissemination: health authorities

Epidemiological dynamics

Population genetics & 

fitness studies

Mathematical modelling of 

drug resistance
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First success story (m18): integration



Guiding slide 1

How further stimulating international 

cooperation? Returning to the INCO 

concept?  How strenghtening research on 

topics of ‘low economic value’, but with a 

high societal impact (like the Neglected 

Infectious Diseases)?



Guiding slide 2

How involving South-south collaboration 

in the cooperation schemes? At the same 

time, North-South partnerships should 

avoid the temptation to focus only on 

strong partner countries from the South, 

but should also consider weaker ones, 

where capacity strengthening would bring 

an added value.



Guiding slide 3

How involving researchers and other 

professionals from Europe and Third 

countries in priority setting (and 

evaluation) of EU research agenda? How 

promoting a bottom-up process?



Guiding slide 4

How promoting synergy between running 

activities (EU-funded or not)?



Guiding slide 5

How promoting synergy between research 

and education? Including explicit training 

component into the application format? 

Re-introducing capacity strenghtening as 

an evaluation criteria?



Guiding slide 6

How simplifying administrative rules for 

the management of EU-funded projects? 

Also taking into account bottom-up 

considerations of scientists.


